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(Wher eupon the executive sessi on was
concl uded.)

M5. HOUENOU:. W can expect to resune
t he open public session at approxinmately 1:39
P.M Thank you for your patience everyone.
The executive session has ended. It is now
1:40 PPM and we will resune the open public
portion of this neeting. M. Blake, could you
pl ease announce the next agenda item

MS. BLAKE: The next item on today's
agenda is the Chair's report.

M5. HOUENQU: Thank you. | want to
note the inportance that this week has for the
CRC. Tonorrow, marks be CRC s first birthday
and in just one year the CRC has done
tremendous work to expand the nedicinal
cannabi s program adopt initial regulations for
the recreational cannabis industry, defying
many peopl e's expectati ons and even upsetting
t hose who had bet nobney agai nst us. We al so
accepted well over seven hundred applications
for adult use cannabi s businesses and i ssued
nearly 70 awards for adult use cannabis
licenses. Al of this, all the while, still

bui l ding a brand new state agency fromthe
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ground up. One year ago, there were only six
peopl e on the CRC s payroll; the five

comm ssioners and the executive director. Back
then, it was Director Brown and | who were
creating forns and policies as well as drafting
everything fromconmm ssion resolutions to
meeti ng m nutes.

"' m proud that the Comm ssion now boasts a
staff of 52 hard-working public servants who
make each day and each m | estone possible and
we are still growing. |In addition to these
acconplishnments, the comm ssion has al so been
working with other state agencies and private
partners to devel op a one-stop shop for
resources, explore cannabi s workpl ace training
prograns and search for existing funds that nmay
be used to support New Jersey's Cannabis
entr epreneurs.

As we approach the official |aunch of the
Garden State's cannabis industry, it is
important to reiterate the shared
responsibility that we all have for ensuring
the industry is one that is safe, diverse and
accessi ble to anyone who wi shes to support or

participate in it and that neans, state
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government, | ocal governnent, private
busi nesses and nenbers of the public. W each
have a role to play in preserving our
acconpl i sh acconplishnents and i n maki ng New
Jersey a leader in this new sector

So, in closing, | want to acknow edge the
bl ood, sweat and tears that were poured into
this work. | thank ny coll eagues for their
contributions and service to this state and |
wi sh the New Jersey Cannabi s Regul atory
Conmmi ssion a very, very happy birthday. Thank
you.

MS. BLAKE: The next itemup on the
agenda is the executive director's report.

MR. BROAN:. Madam Chair, may | have
the fl oor.

MS. BLAKE: Yes, you nay, Director
Br own.

MR. BROMAN. Thank you for those
remarks. It is truly remarkabl e what we have
acconplished in the last year, so thank you for
that. Thank you to your hard work and to the
rest of the conmi ssioners as well that worked
wWwth us to get us here, thank you. So, given

that this is a special neeting, | amnot going
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to have a full executive doctor's report, but I
did want to provide a brief update on and you
can go to next slide, please. A brief update
on recreational |icense applications, talks
specifically about next steps for conditional
| i cense applicants and hol ders, that is once
approved or if approved by the Comm ssion and
then provide just a brief preview for the My
executive director's report. Next slide,
pl ease. This is where we stand on application
acceptance over tinme. You can see since we
started accepting applications on Decenber 15th
2021, we you know recei ved about 150 on day one
and then have seen a steady but consi stent
subm ssi on of applications between then and
March 15th when we opened up for class five
retailers in which case we saw 204 applications
on that first day and we have seen an i ncreased
vol une since March 15th, but still a return to
at | east sonewhat nornal |evels of application
subm ssion. Next slide, please.

So, as far as total applications received
thus far, we have 732 and this is as of March
30th, 732 applications submtted; 251 of those

are for cultivators; 135 for manufacturer and
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now 327 are for classified retailers. W do --
we do continue to get sone subm ssions, albeit
small, for whol esalers, distributors and
delivery, which we do not -- have not adopted
regul ati ons on, so we are not accepting
applications for those |license types and so
those wll be rejected back to the applicants
but, thus far, trenendous interest in just, you
know, we are taking in new applications every
day and we have five applications for testing
| aboratori es under review

At the May neeting, we wll get nore into
details on the applicant pool, as we did at the
| ast neeting. Next slide, please.

So, | wanted to run through what happens
for conditional license applicants after, if
t hey are approved by the Board, after Board
approval. There are sone key steps that still
need to happen before licenses are issued and
so, the license applicants that were approved
at the last neeting, many are still in this
process. So, ostensively they have to confirm
acceptance of the award. There is an initial
verification of application infornmation and

this is essentially a CRC staff nenber or staff
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menbers calling the applicant just to run
t hrough sonme questions and briefly verify that
the information on the application is truthful
and accurate. Once that is conpleted, then the
application is approved in our |icensing system
at which point, the applicant is notified that
they can then submt paynent and once paynent
IS submtted, then the license is issued
t hrough that system

| nportantly, the approvals from| ast
nmeeting and it is recommended for this neeting
as well, conditional |icense awardees are given
the additional tine allowed to them by statute,
an extra 45 days so ostensively, a conditional
license is the duration is about five and a
hal f nmonths fromthe tine it is issued in the
i censi ng system

Many are in process here; | know our team
is working wwth themto nake sure they can
submt paynent and get |icense issued -- get
that license issued so that that clock can
start ticking and they can then al so go and
submt a conversion application, which is the
next step in that process to submt to convert

to an annual license and | would say | would
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reconmmend that applicants just continue to
check our website for new resources being
posted, particularly for a conditional
conversi on because that is a new |license
application type that is available in the
system once that |license is issued.

Lastly, for the executive director's
report, | did want to know at the | ast neeting
we provided a host of denographic information
on both the applicant pool as well as those
proposed for award and that is sonething we
intend to continue. And | said at the | ast
meeting, we wouldn't necessarily be doing it at
every neeting, but one of the things we w |
outline at the next neeting is what our -- the
CRCs initial date of reporting schedul e on
| i cense applicants and hol ders, essentially the
cannabi s industry is, so that everybody is
clear on when to expect that infornmation and at
what intervals.

Wth that, | would like to yield it back
to Madam Chair.
MS. HOUENQOU: Thank you, Director
Brown. Can you bring up the next itemon the

agenda?
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MS. BLAKE: Next on the agenda is
consi deration of applications for conditional
| i censes.

MS. HOUENQU:. Director Brown, can you
pl ease provide us a summary of the applications
for adult use cannabis |licenses set up for
consi derati on.

MR. BROMWN. Pl ease go to the next
slide. So for consideration by the Conm ssion
today are 34 additional applications for
conditional licensure. O these 34, 14 are for
C ass Two nmanufacturers and 20 are for d ass
One cultivation conditional |icenses,
inmportantly all of these applications have gone
t hrough our review process, which starts with
priority assignnents and so when they submt,
applications are assigned to their rel evant
priority | evel based on responses in the
applications and so social equity busi nesses,
recei ve highest overall priority, diversely
owned busi ness; those are businesses with
either mnority business enterprise
certification, wonan owned busi ness enterprise
certification or disabled veteran owned

busi ness certification; they get second overall
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priority and then i npact zone busi nesses and
applications receiving bonus points and then
finally just the general pool of applications.
Wthin those categories, mcro businesses
recei ve preference over -- receive priority
over standard busi ness applications and
additionally, conditional |icenses overall are
revi ewed before annual |icenses.

| nportantly, we don't have any yet, but
once we have conditional conversions, those
al so receive priority over annual |icenses and
so, these have been assigned priority, that
priority has been verified by information
submtted in the application. Application
acceptance was present and responsive to the
requi rements of the application. These
appl i cati ons have been scored, because they are
condi tional applications, they were scored for
t hei r business plan, operational summary, as
well as the regul atory conpliance plan and
finally their plan to obtain liability
i nsurance. All 34 of these applications before
t he Comm ssion, have received full points for
those neasures. Finally, there was an initial

revi ew done for qualification |license hol der
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qualification, Ilimtations and financial or
managenent agreenent revi ew where the
i ndi vidual s and entities involved with these
applications were reviewed to make sure they
were in fact qualified to hold a conditional
| i cense and any proposed agreenents were given
an initial review against the restrictions on
managenent servi ces agreenents, financial
source agreenents and additionally overall on
the conditional |icense holder qualification
and those of |license hol ders owners and
principals; all 34 of these passed through that
initial review

Finally, there was a quality control
process by which they were reviewed a fina
time prior to recommendati on and now t hese 34
are recommended for approval by the Comm ssi on.

These have been reviewed, vetted and are
recommended for approval to you all today. |
Wil just swtch to the next slide, please. |
wll leave this up here for one mnute and you
can see this is the list of the first 24,
conditional license applicants that are
recommended for approval today and a

recommendation neno with the full list wll
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al so be avail able on the website and every one
of these applicants, if approved, would receive
a final agency deci sion.

Then, you go to the next slide, please,
for the remaining slide. These are the final
ten applicants that are recommended for
approval today for a total of 34. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

MS. HOUENOU: Thank you, Director
Brown. Do | have a notion from one of ny
comm ssioners to adopt the resol ution
concerni ng approval of conditional |icense
applications for these 34 d ass One cannabi s
cultivator and C ass Two cannabi s manuf act urer
| i censes?

MR. DELGADO  Madam chai rwonman, | nove
t hat we adopt the consideration for conditional
| i censes.

COWMM SSI ONER NASH:  Madam Chair, |
second.

MS. HOUENOU: Moved by Vice Chair
Del gado and seconded by Comm ssioner Nash. |Is
t here any di scussion on this notion?

Heari ng no di scussion, M. Bl ake, can you

pl ease call the vote?
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MS. BLAKE: Surely, Comm ssioner
Bar ker .

MR BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del

Ci d- Kosso?

MS. DEL Cl D-KOSSO  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?
MR. DELGADO I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?

M5. NASH: Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?
MS. HOUENQU:  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: The resol ution passes.

Next up on the agenda is the consi derati on of
certifications for expanded alternative
treat nent centers.

MS. HOUENQU:. Director Brown, can you
pl ease wal k us through the expanded alternative
treatnent centers, certification materials that
were submtted to the comm ssion and the
Conmi ssion's recommendat i ons.

MR. BROAN. Absolutely, and thank you
Madam Chair. | would just like to take a brief
nonment to note that another m | estone we have

just hit wth the approval of that resol ution,
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t he Conm ssion has now i ssued over 100
conditional |icense approvals and we are not
even a year old yet, so just one nore ml estone
and | wanted to thank you all and | wanted to
t hank the staff who worked absol utely
tirelessly on this, particularly out deputy
executive director, Kelly Anderson-Thomas and
our director of adm nistration Megan Tagl ateri,
so t hank you.

Movi ng on to consideration of ATC
expansion and | wanted to start off by noting
and Madam Chair, you touched on this a bit in
your Chair's remarks, but over the |ast year,
we have hit several ml estones and they have
all been critical to getting us to this point.
First, was really strengthening access to
medi ci nal cannabi s by issuing new nedicina
cannabis permts. Second, was establishing a
pathway to |icensure for new businesses in the
recreational cannabis nmarket that puts soci al
equity first. Now that we have 100 conditi onal
| i censes approved and in process to eventually
expand to annual |icenses, many of those soci al
equi ty busi nesses and di versely owned busi ness.

We are well on our way to nunber two. The
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third, is you know, in the statute and required
by the statute and, you know, | think is a part
of getting this market off the ground, as

qui ckly as possi ble, but also as you nenti oned,
doing so in a manner that is equitable and
safely and that is working with the current
nmedi ci nal cannabis alternative treatnent
centers to assess the readi ness under the | aw,
under our regul ations, to expand to
recreational sales. |If you can go to the next
slide, please.

To date, we still only -- we have received
eight certifications fromeight alternative
treatnent centers. | will get into the
recommendati on here. The ones reconmmended
today are those that have net -- have been
deenmed to neet the requirenents that have been
set forth in statute and regul ati on.

Those required conditions include
muni ci pal approval and so these alternative
treatnent centers need to have the authority at
the |l ocal |evel to engage in both nedical and
recreational sales.

The nmunicipalities have to have opted into

recreational sales. They have to prove that
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t hey have sufficient supply to continue to neet
pati ent need after expansion. They have to
have adequate plans to ensure patient access,
particularly with the -- with what will be very
hi gh demand for recreational cannabis products.
They need to have a plan to address soci al
equity and safety, our two core values to the
Conmmi ssion here, they need to have a --
pursuant with the statute and wth our
regul ati ons, they need to have a | abor piece
agreenent in place with a bonafi de | abor

or gani zati on.

Next slide, please. As far as our
consideration, it is, you know, particularly on
the patient side, it is focused on patients,
focused on protecting their access, protecting
their supply. The CRC has assessed the pl ans
of the ATCs against -- CRC staff have assessed
t hese pl ans agai nst the nunber of patients
enrolled statew de. Patient enroll ment at each
specific ATC, inventory, that's the actual
inventory at the point in time, both statew de
and at each specific ATC. Sales, both
statew de sal es of nedicinal cannabis products

and sal es at each i ndividual ATC, that has
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submtted a certification. W took into
account the current canopy, that is essentially
t he space that these facilities have to grow
medi ci nal cannabi s and grow cannabi s peri od.

We have | ooked at what we estinmate the
canopy needed to serve enrolled patients and
used those to you know al so used those to
assess but also | ooked at data submtted from
the ATC to assess their production capacity
agai nst, again, the needs of patients, sales,

t he nunber of patients enrolled, those factors.

Next slide, please.

| want to highlight sone positive changes
in market conditions over the | ast six nonths.
Overall canopy, that is the anount of growth
space in the market has increased by over
80, 000 square feet. W have been nonitoring
supply and I can tell you that supply in the
mar ket is increasing every nonth. The anount
of cannabi s and cannabi s products in the narket
i's going up every nonth.

One thing we have seen particularly in the
| ast four nonths is that we are actually seeing
sone novenent on price. Now, it is not across

the board and it seens to be based on sal es,
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sale prices and pronotions in sone cases, but
we are seeing consistently nore economcally
priced products in the market. This is true, |
think, a cross the board. Additionally, since
t he Comm ssion issued the 2019 RFA awards at
the end of 2021, we have 30 additi onal
di spensaries that are in process to get permts
and then there is 300,000 square feet of canopy
in the pipeline to get permtted and
operational and | can tell you that each day,
we are getting closer and closer to sone of
those facilities, fromthe 2019 RFA com ng
online and becom ng operational, particularly
the cultivators. Initially, that will be
focused strictly on nedicinal cannabis supply.

Next slide, please. So, the applicants
under -- the ATCs under consideration today,
that submtted certifications in the southern
regi on are Acerage CCF, New Jersey, Cural eaf,
Colunbia Care; in the central region Verano, in
the northern region, GIl New Jersey, Ascend New
Jersey and Terr Ascend.

I will cover our recommendation, but

they have all submtted the necessary itens

required by statute and regul ati on and t hey
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have been reviewed by staff and we are prepared
to make a recommendati on on these entities
t oday.

Next slide, please.

Tal ki ng here a second about overall narket
supply and I think it's inmportant to wal k the
public, wal k stakehol ders through sone of the
proj ections that we have been | ooking at here
at the CRC and so when we think about
recreational denmand, were are essentially
| ooki ng at a couple of things, we are |ooking
at New Jersey based consuners, we are | ooking
at consuners that may cone to New Jersey,
either from neighboring states or as tourists
and stay and purchase. W are also | ooking at
t he nunber of patients and their buying habits
and what potentially they need to neet their on
goi ng needs for nedicinal cannabis. Finally,
we are | ooking at production capacity. You
know, how nuch ostensively, how nuch
alternative treatnent centers can reasonably
produce based on their current canopy and their
current production. | want to present here two
simlar nodels here that | ook at this and you

know what we did was we esti mated based on a
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pati ent popul ati on of 130, 000, | ooking at
potential recreational Consuners in New Jersey
and this is | think a conservative estimte,

but it is consistent with how this market coul d
| aunch which is with Ilimted di spensari es,
which could Iimt demand sonewhat. The way we
got to the roughly 800, 000 New Jersey consuners
is that we took the total popul ati on of New
Jersey, took the total popul ation over the age
of 21 and then | ooked at use rates in other
states and estinmated that of that total
popul ati on, over the age of 21, |ikely about

12 percent of New Jerseans may be cannabi s
users. As far as those from nei ghbori ng
states, we have | ooked at you know sim | ar
potential use rates there, tried to estimte
you know a reasonabl e nunber that we anticipate
coul d make the drive over to New Jersey,
hopefully, stay in a hotel room nmake a
recreational purchase over the course of a
year, and then we used that to essentially

esti mate what the overall recreational demand
woul d be, we used the 130, 000 patient nark,
which we are close to, we are over 128, 000 now

and inching closer to 130,000 to estinmate
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nmedi cal denmand. We al so | ooked at data from
the industry and al so data from our patient
registry to estimate that nedi cal demand and
with the nedi cal demand, we are | ooking at
130, 000 patients purchasi ng roughly 1 ounce per
nmonth, | think the average in the market is
just under that.

And that gets you to about 100, 000 pounds
of nmedi cal demand over the course of a year.
On the recreational demand side, we estimated
that that recreational consumers could purchase
around, you know, those living in New Jersey
who m ght go to dispensary repeated tines,
mght go to a retailer repeated tinmes to
purchase roughly four ounces per year. Then
finally for those who m ght be visiting New
Jersey while on a trip, you know, they are
going to purchase significantly |l ess on average
t han sonebody who lives in New Jersey and is a
repeat ed consuner.

So, we al so, using those nunbers, got to
potential recreational demand of roughly
260, 000 pounds per year.

Then, we | ooked at production. Here, we

use two neasures; one which was supplied by the
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New Jer sey Cannabis Trade Association which is
essentially the association of alternative
treatnment centers. They said they are getting
an average of 65-grans per square foot
production. W also | ooked at 40 grams per
square foot, which is a pretty consistently
used neasure. It is based on a botech anal ysis
out of Washington State. W |ooked at both of
t hose, ran both those nodels and | ooked at
those scenarios. Inportantly, both scenarios
show deficits in both markets, or in overall
deficits, but the deficit was only on the
recreational side of things, ostensively,
current capacity, we have enough to cover
medi ci nal consuners with what they are
purchasing now. So this |eads us to what he
recommended at our |ast neeting and what the
ATC s -- we have been working with the ATC s to
get comm tnents on, which they have all
commtted to, which is to inplenent safeguards,
to ensure there is a mni mum supply set aside
for patients, both, as far as packaged products
and for bulk products. So, a m ni nrum supply
based on an estination of past sales for actual

packaged products, those are products that are
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ready to sell and then a set-aside also for
bul k products and products that are in the
process of getting to the packaged stage and so
this could be flower that is in the dry or
curing stage or it could be bulk extracts that
are essentially just awaiting that final stage
to be assenbled into a cannabis product and
packaged and ready for sale. Wat | can tel
you is all the ATCs that are -- that we are
prepared to recommend today, have shown, have
denonstrated both by their own data and by the
anal ysis that we have conducted, that they can
meet those safeguards, that they can ensure

t hat nedical patients have the supply they need
wth sonme | eft over for recreational cannabis.

That is why with these saf eguards, the
overal |l market supply really doesn't stop us
from | ooking at individual ATC supply and
judgi ng that on those individual nerits.

This should also be a call to action.
Regar dl ess of what happens today, there is
unnmet demand in this market and we intend to
rel ease further data on this as we go forward
at the CRC, but, you know, we need new

busi nesses to keep appl yi ng.
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W have now approved, the Conm ssion has
now approved over 100 conditional |icenses, you
know, we need new entrepreneurs to continue
comng to this market, help us neet this demand
and get this market to where it needs to be.

Overall, there is no -- this market-w de
situation really doesn't stop us wth those
saf eguards from | ooking at the individual ATC s
and | ooking at their individual supply and how
they are neeting the needs of their specific
patients. Next slide, please.

The second piece of analysis or patient
access plans, and com ng out of the | ast
meeti ng, we put together sonme gui dance for the
ATCs to consider, these include 14 patient only
hours per week, exclusive parking options at
t he ATCs excl usive point of sale systens for
patients, so they don't have to wait in |ines
as long as recreational consuners. Express
access to the ATC, ability to reserve products
ahead of tinme, which I know many of the ATCs
already offer with online ordering. Next
slide, please.

A patient access hotline, so there is a

live person that patients can call, if they are
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havi ng troubl e accessing a di spensary, continue
to have private counseling areas for patients
and private counseling options, you know
requiring ATCs to have virtual neetings or
conference calls with their regi stered patient
and caregi ver base to provide info on a patient
access plan before any | aunch of recreational
sal es, so that patients have the information
that they need to continue to access their
alternative treatnent centers and then you know
we wi Il be asking the industry for weekly
reports on patient access.

So, we are going over what is in the ATC
certification here and rather than ostensively
me running through all their patient access
pl ans, we are going to invite the alternative
treatnent centers thensel ves to cone up and
just have a representative take three m nutes
and wal k the Conm ssion through, but also nore
importantly wal k the public through and any
patients that are watching, the patient access
pl ans that have been subm tted and have been
under consideration by the Conmi ssion. So | am
going to turn it over now to Ms. Bl ake, our

conmmuni cations director to call through our
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i nvited speakers.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you, M. Brown. And
our first speaker on behalf of Acerage Hol di ngs
is Brian Secerov. Brian, go ahead.

PERSON ON CALL: In regards to our
retail hours, as Jeff said, 14 hours spread
over nmultiple days, Mnday, Wdnesday, Fri day,
the first two hours in the norning, Tuesday
Thur sday, the last two hours in the evening and
then four hours on Sunday. So obviously we
w |l evaluate that as we continue, as we nove
forward. Parking, we have reserved parking in
both of the |locations that wll have adult use
here in Egg Harbor Township and al so New
Wllianmstown and in store, separate priority
lines, so kind of think it is as a TSA precheck
or you know elite nenbers at a hotel will have
stations with separate lines for nedical and
rec patients, we wll dedicate PCS systens,
poi nt of sale for the nedical patients. W
w || adjust that as demand requires, but there
w || always be dedi cated spots for those
patients that are in the precheck |line to get
in quickly.

As far as inventory and nmenu, we wll be
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usi ng separate nenuing systens for both adult
use and nedical, which allows us to set
t hreshol ds for product availability, so think
of it this way, we would have both the product
on both nenus, but if we dropped to a certain
|l evel, it disappears fromthe adult use nenu.
We can continue to offer it for our nedical
patients and we wll set those threshol ds based
on historical buying patterns for those strains
in our medical -- for our nedical patients, so
that we are sure that we have enough avail abl e.

Online, we currently do online ordering
and we wll continue to do online ordering for
medi cal patients only, that way they can
reserve their product in advance and pick it up
any tinme the next day, when they choose to cone
in and pick it up. They don't have to cone in
just in the designated nedical only tine slots.
We have a hotline now and we wi |l nake sure
that is available for every hour that we are
open, seven days a week. Consultation roomns
are on site as they are today and we wl |
continue to do so.

We currently offer curbside pick up and we

wll continue to do that just for nedical
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patients, so that gives them an opportunity to
get their product nore easily and also to
reserve it through online ordering, so those
ki nd of go hand in hand.

Finally, as far as comrmuni cati ng our plans
to our potential custoners in adult use and
also to our nedical patients, we wll have a
prerecorded webi nar or nessage on our website
explaining all of the strategies we are putting
in place to nmake sure we are creating
preferential treatnent to our nedical patients,
fromour parking, to our lines, to our
desi gnated PGS, to online ordering and all that
w il be covered in that webinar. Thank you for
t he opportunity.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Next up wll
be Matt Darren on behalf of Curaleaf. Matt
Darren, go ahead.

MATT DARREN:. Good afternoon. M/ nane
is Matt Darren and |"'mthe U S. president for
Curaleaf. W appreciate the tine to present
our plans to you all today. W have nade
significant investnents in facilities,

t echnol ogy and personnel to ensure

avai labilities of products and access for both
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medi cal patients and adult use guests.
Curaleaf is an industry | eader to successfully
transition fromnedical to adult use narkets in
Il1linois, Massachusetts and Arizona. W have
navi gated the conplexities of adult use
| aunches previously and have incorporated these
| essons |l earned into our plans in New Jersey.
To be clear, the transition to adult use
will not alter our commtnment to our nedical
patients. W have been the heart of the
medi cal cannabis program for the past six
years.
Qur first objective is proactive
communi cation wth our nedical patients. W
have a strong conmmuni cati on systemw th our
exi sting patient comunity and we are able to
qui ckly and efficiently comrunicate with them
W will be hosting an educati onal town
hall for the nmedical conmunity on April 18th to
hel p education them on our plans and answer
addi ti onal questions they have.
We al so operate a call center, it's open
seven days a week from8:00 AM 10 P.M for them
to contact us wth any questions. W have nade

a nunber of operational changes and
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enhancenents, both inside and outside our

di spensaries to ensure access for nedi cal
patients. W have expanded our service hours
to include nedical patient only hours. W are
dedicated in the first and | ast hour of each
day of our 8:00 AM to 8:00 P.M schedul e
solely to serve nedical patients. This anounts
to an additional 14 hours per week at each of
our Bel mar, Edgewater Park, and Bor dent own

| ocations for nedical patients only will be
permtted in the stores.

Addi ti onal, each dispensary wll have
dedi cated |ines of point of sale systens to
ensure nedi cal patients have expedited entry
and service at each of our |ocations. W have
i ncreased our POS systens to ensure a sw ft
service for nedical patients. W have nedica
only point of sale stations including 8 at
Bel mar; seven in Bordentown; and five at
Edgewat er Park. W have expanded our staffing
in store to accommodate the increased fl ow and
ensure nedical patients continue to receive the
high quality care they are accustoned to.

W have expanded our parking as well and

are reserving priority spots for nedica
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patients. At our busiest dispensary in Bel nar,
we now have 212 parking spaces in our control.

We al so been working closely with the
| ocal municipalities for security and traffic
flow We have inplenented a nunber of
technol ogy solutions as well. W offer secure
online ordering through our website which
allows patients to order fromthe confort of
their honmes and provides estinmated pick up
tinmes. This is a popular options for patients.
We have al so purchased si xty-four additional
| pads for nmobile ordering online for our staff
to utilize at our three | ocations.

W are ready to serve the nedical and
adult use markets with product as well. W
have been preparing for nmany nonths for this.
We have tripled our cultivation capacity in the
state. W have nore than anple supply or
avai | abl e product to service both the nedical
mar ket and the adult use market, including
flour, vapes, edibles and nedical products and
we continue to introduce new products to the
market as well. |In the event of any shortage
of products, we wll prioritize our nedical

patients before serving the adult use narket.
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As we plan and forecast for reserving products
for the nedical program based on recent quot as,
to ensure available supply. W are well
prepared for the market, while al so ensuring we
protect our patients' access to their nedicine.
Thank you.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Next up is
Vol | ey Hayhur st .

MR. HAYHURST: Good afternoon
everyone. M nane is Voll ey Hayhurst, VP of
operations for Colunbia Care. W put together
a conprehensive ten-point plan that | am
excited to share with you guys today that w ||
ensur e superior patient access.

First off, patient only hours, we carved
out 14 specific hours of the day, including
nor ni ng, eveni ng and Saturday hours to help
meet the demand. W reserved parking for
patients specifically in Deptford, we worked
wth the andlords to secure three nedical only
par ki ng spaces. In Vineland, we are a
st and- al one buil ding and so we carved out three
medi cal only parking spaces for that buil ding
as well. In addition, we wanted to be a good

community partner and nei ghbor in Deptford and
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so we asked the |landlord to carve out sone
par ki ng spaces for our surroundi ng nei ghbor as
wel | .

Once we get the -- once the patients start
to cone into the building, we carved out sone
patient only queues at POS stations. Once the
patient enters the front door, they will go
into a queue, that will take themto the
reception area, obviously prioritizing nedical
first. Once they are through the reception
area onto the sales floor, they will be nmet by
three nedical only patient stations and that
way, they can get their nedicine and get out
the door. W will continue to offer online
ordering and curbsi de pick up.

At any tinme, if the nmedical need sees fit,
we can i npl enent express pickups as well. W
do have -- we did inplenent express pickups in
both | ocations in Vineland and Deptford.

W will have and we did inplenent a
pati ent access hotline. The hotline wll go
directly to the nedical POS stations area, that
way the patients can have access directly to
the people that are dealing with the nedi cal

patients in place.
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W will continue to have online counseling
sessions and al so we have education bars at
both sites as we speak. We will keep up with
that. W are going to inplenent a wait |ist,
so thisis in an effort to help nove a | ot of
the adult use, if there is congestion, they can
get the adult use consuners out of the way. It
is basically like an app |i ke when you go into
a restaurant, you put in your nanme, it wll
hel p them go out about throughout their day and
t hey can cone back and purchase, but what it
does is, it creates a nice shopping experience
for the nedical use consuner, as they wal k in.
One thing we are proud of, we do have 14
whol esal e agreenents and ot herw se t hr oughout
the state that will continue to add superi or
pati ent access by bringing a lot of the State
of New Jersey down to the south, giving
superior patient access. Wth that, we wll
i npl enent a pre-recorded neeting to share al
of these plans with our patients and for total
transparency, obviously weekly, we wll submt
a report to the CRC with our access, wait tines
and availabilities and all of those. Thank

you.
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MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Janes Leventis
Ver ano.

MR. LEVENTIS: Thank you. This is
James Leventis. | amexecutive vice president
of Verano NJ. On behalf of everyone at our
conpany, | want to thank the Conmm ssion, first
for considering our certification to expand
into the personal use program and al so for
gi ving us the opportunity to directly present
our plan for patient access once the program
does |l aunch. Mich |i ke sone of our coll eagues,
we are going to be designating nedical patient
only hours at our dispensaries, that is going
to be the opening hour and the cl osing hour of
every business day. It is going to be
exclusive to patient access at all of our
di spensaries. W are going to be designating
excl usive parking for our patients and this is
going to be 15 to 20 spaces, right at the front
of our dispensaries, right by the entrance for
easy access.

We have anpl e parking throughout our

par ki ng spaces at all of our |ocations and
these are going to be designated excl usively

for our nedical patients that roll out of the
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program | n addition, we are going to be
provi di ng excl usive point of sales stations for
patients. R ght now, we are going to be
designating two at both of our dispensaries in
the areas closest to the door. W are going to
be nonitoring traffic flow and patient access

t hroughout that tine and can easily expand if
we are seeing an influx of patients. In
addition to that, we are going to be providing
express registration for our patients and so we
w || have a separate registration counter at
our | ocations for express check in. For

medi cal patients, if any |lines do happen to
form although we are not expecting that to
happen, nedical patients are going to be
brought in to the front of queue to check in
and enter the sales floor past any personal use
custonmers that nmay be there.

In addition, two things that we are doi ng
togo alittle above and beyond, we are goi ng
to be rolling out hone delivery for our nedical
pati ents and we are expecting to | aunch that
program on Wednesday of this week and conti nue
rolling that out throughout the |aunch of the

personal use program This is going to be at
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|l east initially exclusive to our nedical
patients. |In addition, we are going to be
designating five parking spots out in the front
of our dispensaries for express curbside pick
up to only our nedical patients to try to
preserve their access to nedicine.

In addition, we are going to be providing
separate nenus for nedical patients and
personal use custoners in order to preserve
supply. We will be nmaintaining our patient
access hotline and circul ate informati on about
that to our patients in the com ng weeks. W
are going to maintain our private consultation
areas for one on one neetings wth any patients
who want to discuss their access to nedi cine.
And we will be hopefully launching a virtual
conference to go into a little nore depth of
this plan with our nedical patients this week,
t hank you.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Next up is
Dina Rollman for Green Thunb Industries. D na
Rol | man?

M5. ROLLMAN: My nane is Dina Roll man
and | oversee governnent relations for G een

Thunb | ndustries. Thank you for giving ne this
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opportunity to speak about our commtnent to
New Jersey's nedi cal cannabis patients. G een
Thunb fully supports the Comm ssion's goal of
prioritizing patient supply and access while
New Jersey makes this historic transition to
recreational sales. Patients have been the
backbone of the New Jersey industry and w |l
conti nue to be.

First, the CRC devel oped a fornula for
cal cul ating and ensuring that each ATC
mai ntai ns a m ni num adequate supply and
reserve for patients. Geen Thunb has at | east
6.4 times that m ni mum anount of supply and
reserve which translates into approxi nately 25
nmont hs of supply on hand. We will have
adequat e supply. Second, G een Thunb
di spensary in Paranmus will remain nedical only.
Pati ents can always go there and not confront a
line of recreational custoners. Qur stores in
Pat erson and Bloonfield wll service both
pati ent and adult use custoners.

Third, based on our experience
transitioning fromnedical only to adult use
sales in other states, we have devel oped best

practices for prioritizing patients. Those
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practices include dedi cated hours daily which
will be the first two hours of the day,

dedi cated point of sale registers and dedi cat ed
patient lines. W have also submtted detail ed
traffic plans that are in the Conm ssion's
packets that show how we will optim ze the

pati ent experience, both inside the store and

outside in the parking | ot.

W al so will have product reservations,
patients will be encouraged as they are now to
preorder other products and we will continue to

educate patients about how to use | pads,
personal phones and ot her devices to do the
preordering, we wll provide a patient access
hotline, staffed by internal on site teans
during all ATC business hours. W currently
have and will continue to have private patient
consul tati on bases at each of our facilities.

W will host nultiple calls to educate
patients on our patient access plan, we wll
schedul e those calls for the week prior to the
| aunch, the week of the | aunch and each week
thereafter for the first nonth.

The calls will be scheduled at different

tines each week to accommodate vari ous and
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varyi ng patient schedules. W w || post
details on these schedul es and i nf ormati onal
opportunities in enmails and text nessages so
that patients are aware. W w || provide the
weekly reporting required by the CRC on our
medi cal patient access including wait tinmes at
our stores to nake sure that they are in line
wth what they shoul d be.

We currently offer and will continue to
of fer curbside pick up for our nedical patients
and we will continue to do that and we will be

expandi ng into hone delivery for patients as

well. W will have a dedi cated patient nenu
that will prioritize patient access to products
and we will also be nmaking sure that nedical

only parking is reserved closest to the front
of our ATC store, thank you very much for this
opportunity.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. M ke Conway
for Ascend Wellness is next. Go ahead.

MR. CONVWAY: Hi, thank you so nuch for
all owi ng us the opportunity to share our access
plan with you. | will start outside first, so
you know with parking, we wll have 130 spots

on location, ten to 15 of those wll be
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dedi cated to nedi cal access only, wth five
closest to the facility being there for
patients with limted nobility access, as well
as curbside. The patients will al so have
access to the front door, without waiting in
any |lines that naybe present. W w Il also
have team nenbers that are nonitoring any |ines
that are outside to ensure no nedical patients
accidentally junp on those lines to allow t hem
in the facility. So one of our two nedi cal
check in podiuns, the nedical patient wll be
checked in as normal and they wll be

i nMedi ately allowed into the dispensary floor,
where they will be able to go into one of three
medi cal expressed | ane registers. W do have
the ability to increase the anobunt of registers
based on the denmand, but we do feel that three
regi sters based on our current demand is nore

t han enough to handl e the access for current
patients, but, we wll have the ability to

i ncrease that access as needed. The patient
will then be taken care of. |If they do have a
need for a private consultation, we do have two
private consultation roons that are avail abl e,

to ensure that that patient does have the
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privacy when the dispensary is busy wth over
adult use custoners. No issues wth any
privacy for the patients and they will be able
to be rung up as normal and exit the fatality.
We do have a couple of other access points.

Pati ents can place orders up to two days in
advance. This is sonething we already offer
and we wll transition that over. W do plan
to hold multiple educational events to explain
t hese access points and the el evated access and
expressed access to our current patients and we
w |l advertise that in our normal SMS enmil as
well as website to ensure patients can have
access to those neetings and as well you know

what we are going to be doing for the updated

access. Wiy also will have a dedi cated phone
line for our patients to ask questions. It
will be, for exanple, press three for nedical
patients and that wll be staffed at all tines

of busi ness by one of our nenbers. W wll

al so have hours of operation as requested by
the CRC, we will have 14 dedi cated hours to
pati ent access and those hours will be posted
on our website and they wll be subject to

change based on you know t he needs of the
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patient, we will nake sure that we have those
schedul ed when the patients do need that tine
and it is sonmething we are going to be rolling
out for the transition is hone delivery. W
wll be delivering to patients in Bergen and
Passaic Counties to ensure that we do have that
access for patients that may not want to work
wth the increased crowds in the |ocations.
Wth that, | do thank you for the opportunity.
MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Next up is
Chantelle Elsner for TerrAscend. Chantelle, go
ahead.
MS. ELSNER:. Good afternoon CRC,

i ndustry | eaders and conmmunity nenbers. M
nane is Chantelle Elsner and | amthe Senior
Vi ce President of TerrAscend Retail Operations.
| have the great pleasure today of providing an
overvi ew of our operational plans as we shift
into an adult use consuner narket.

The TerrAscend team has used a t houghtfu
and t horough approach to prepare our peopl e,
our product, our partnership, our process and
our patients to ensure we are optim zed for a
successful | aunch.

We are founded on diversity inclusion. O




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

45

our enpl oyees, 63 percent identify as Latin or
African American; 25 percent (inaudible) and 43
percent are wonen. Qur teamis highly trained
and beyond excited to start serving adult use
consuners in addition to the patient that they
know and | ove. The apothecary suspensories
wll be offering a robust product assortnent
for nmedical patients and consuners, of those
products, we will offering kind tree, and
bahal a, and a wi de assortnent of third-party
br ands.

Qur operations teamhas a clear plan to
mai ntain reliable supply of nedical cannabis
and products that are all tested by a certified
third-party lab. W are working in partnership
wth the CRC and plan to provide recently
awarded m nority owned busi nesses with
prioritized products, supply and pricing.

Qur community engagenent team supports the
communi ties through education, vol unteer
events, sponsorship and charitabl e donations.
We continually seek out community sponsorships
and events that align with our outreach
pillars, wellness, social equity, comunity and

ki ndness. W are working hand in hand wth
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each of our nmunicipalities to coordinate
efforts and ensure a snooth adult use | aunch.
W have a well-controlled and throughly

noni tored i nventory plan that focuses on
ensuring sufficient stock of product.

We have sophisticated i nventory nanagenent
systens that we will continuously nonitor,
anal yze the supply chain and ensure nedi ca
cannabis availability. Qur system al so has the
necessary safeguards in place to reserve
appropriate quantities of cannabis for nedical,
and consuner purchases wth strict adult use
consunmer purchases to ensure all consuners are
over the age of 21.

Qur stores have dedi cated patient versus
consuner lines, prioritizing patient, elderly
and those with nobility issues; prioritizing
customer service; patient only parking, in
addition to anmpl e consuner parking, wait |ist,
express pick up and curbside and we al so have
all of the necessary safety and security
protocols in place.

At the apot hecarium our patients always
cone first. W offer patient only shoppi ng

hours, exclusive online ordering, express
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access, dedicated registers, |loyalty prograns
and pronotional pricing.

Was al so offer support for patients and
caregi vers through consultation with educati on,
and have a live operator custoner service |line
which wll be available to all of our patients
duri ng every operating hour.

We are al so excited to announce t hat

pati ent hone delivery is com ng soon. Downl oad
our apot hecarium app and find out nore. Thank
you again for your time today. W are grateful
for the continued partnership with the CRC,
i ndustry | eaders and conmunity nenbers as we
all work together to |l aunch adult use consuner
sales in New Jersey and we are proud to be
grown in the Garden State.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Executive
Director Brown, that was the | ast ATC speaker.

MR. BROMWN. Thank you. And thanks to
the ATC s that presented on those plans, you
know, in the week about a little over seven o
ei ght days follow ng the | ast neeting, CRC
staff went on a host of site visits at all of
the ATCs that submtted certifications and two

poi nts of robust conversation about plans were
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what you just heard, the patient access pl ans,
both froman inventory and an access
per spective and secondly, was related to sone
of the social equity and safety plans and so
pl ease go to the next slide. | did want to
hi ghl i ght sone of the things we heard
consi stently across the board fromthe industry
and the neetings when it cones to social equity
and safety particularly on the equity front.
can tell you that ny thoughts on these neetings
was that they went incredibly well and I
t hought the nedical industry, the ATCs rose to
the task put before them both by the statute,
by our regul ations and by this Board.

As far as what sone of the things that the
ATCs have commtted to do and sone of the
things that they are already doing are
provi di ng expungenent assi stance, job training
and pat hways to enpl oynent in the cannabis
industry. | think the best exanple of this was
one actually foll owed candi dates fromt hat
poi nt of getting a conviction expunged, all the
way t hrough, then you know providing themwth
assi stance and job training and then actually

j ob opportunities in the cannabis industry.
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There are partnerships with nonprofits and
community groups ainmed at pronoting diversity
and equity in the cannabis industry. Sone of
t hese groups commented at a | ot of our neetings
and are being becoming a growing force within
the cannabis industry here in New Jersey.
Trai ni ng and techni cal assistance for soci al
equity business applicants in our conditional
| i censi ng process, so several of the ATCs said
t hey were actually running webi nars and
providing free support to potential soci al
equi ty busi nesses on how to get through our
application process. Commtnent to hiring a
di verse workforce with an enphasis on i npact
zones and economi cal ly di sadvant aged areas. At
the |l ast neeting, | shared our regul ation,
which requires every |icensed cannabis business
to make a good faith effort to hire individuals
who either have past cannabi s convictions or
have lived in an econom cally di sadvant aged
area for five of the last ten years.

They have also commtted to utilizing
di verse vendors and contractors for ancillary
services, providing direct funding to

communi ty-based non-profits that serve i npact
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zones, econom cal |y di sadvant aged ar eas,
funding commtnents in a way that is conpliant
with our regs to social equity and diversely
owned busi nesses. Additionally, whol esale
terms for new businesses that could be coni ng
online and then, finally, support services for
and post-incarceration assistance for

i ndi vi dual s who have been incarcerated for
cannabi s and marijuana and you know

comm ssioners have all had an opportunity to
read these certifications, read these pl ans,
both for patient access for supply and soci al
equity and safety plans and to see the

evol ution of those plans, as we have gone

t hrough this process and | can tell you
speaking for the interdisciplinary team of
staff that were at these neetings and have read
these plans, | was certainly inmpressed by what
has been brought to the table.

Next slide, please. The best laid plans
are only plans if they cone to fruition.
Before | get to specific recommendati ons here,
| want to propose sone post-award conditions to
the Board and these are based on both

conversations with staff as well conversati ons
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w th individual comm ssioners. Really, the key
i ssues for these post-award conditions are
critically naintaining adequate supply for
pati ents, ensuring access for patients is not
reduced at any di spensaries that are approved
by the Conmmi ssion to transition to recreational
sales. Accountability to those social equity
commtnments that | spoke about and those that
you know I didn't speak about, but that are in
t hese plans and then protection for cannabis
workers rights. Next slide, please. Wat CRC
staff proposed as conditions to any approvals
that are issued by the Conm ssion today are, if
ATC is not able to neet the commtnent to
continue to prioritize access for patients and
set aside supply, they would be subject to
$10, 000 per day in fines and then if they
routinely are fined because of a | ack of supply
or a lack of access, possible |license
suspension, if that patient access and supply
is not preserved or protected.

Secondly, required reporting, periodic
reporting on social equity commtnents in
accordance wth standards that will be issued

by our office of diversity and inclusion, and
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our director, Wsley McWite is on the neeting
and this is so we can hold ATCs account abl e, so
t he public can hold them accountable and us to
what has been conmitted to in these plans.
Finally, provisions to ensure adherence
bot h | abor piece and coll ective bargai ni ng
requirements in the statute and regul ati ons and
what | proposed, and thank you to the
comm ssioners who really pushed for this in
some of our individual neetings, but workers
choi ces nust be protected and so what we
proposed is ostensi bly you know based on what
isin the law that requires ATCs to sign a
| abor peace agreenent and in sone cases
col | ective bargai ni ng agreenents, ensuring that
those -- that the obligation to do is tied to
what wor kers want and their choices.
Cstensively, if the majority of workers have
shown support for a particul ar bonafi de | abor
organi zation, then the ATC is obligated to
enter into a | abor piece agreenment wth that
| abor organization and, secondly, if they have
and this is consistent with what is in our
regulations, if a mgjority of those workers

have -- and what is the statute have voi ced
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t hat support for a particul ar bonafide | abor
organi zation, then the ATC is responsi ble for
maki ng good faith effort to enter into a
col | ective bargai ni ng agreenent wi th that
bonafi de | abor organi zati on.

Those are sone of the conditions, the
other conditions, to the extent they are there

are in include reports on the patient access,

it measures in progress there, those are all in
the nenp that the Board has before it. Now, |
wll get to the specific recommendati on here
and I wll note that really it all goes back to

what is in the law The | aw says that we are
to assess the readi ness of these ATCs in
accordance with really three primary i ssues;
one is the certification they can have adequate
supply; second, is the certification that they
can uphold and keep patient access and not
negati vely i npact patient access with the
addition of recreational sales and then finally
that they have all the necessary | ocal
approvals in place to nove forward and to
operate as a recreational cannabis business.

So, all of the ATCs, all seven, are before you

today. All seven we have heard from and they
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have all been reviewed by staff, their
certifications have been reviewed by staff. W
| ooked at market w de conditions and we do not
see any nmarket w de concerns, given that we
have recommended safeguards for protecting
patient supply. W do not see any market w de
concerns wth noving these ATCs forward and
then secondly all of the ATCs here, we believe,
have proven and have shown that they have
adequate supply for their nedical patients,

that they are willing to put in place the
necessary nechanisns to protect that supply and
ensure that nedical patients are not i npacted.
You have heard, they have clearly thought out
pati ent access plans fromthe hours, to the
par ki ng spots, to how patients will access
their dispensaries, allowing for flexibility in
how soneone can order -- how soneone can get
their cannabis. Sone have been approved now
for hone delivery and are noving forward wth
that, others are doing curbside pick up, sone
are doing both. They have -- all the ATGCs, we
bel i eve have al so net that certification of

pati ent access and shown that they w ||

consi stently provide patient access. Then
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finally, they have all shown that they have the
necessary, |ocal approvals in place to support
this expansion. Next slide, please.

In the south, based on that -- based on
t he assessnent of supply, patient access,
muni ci pal conpliance and approval, as well as a
t hor ough revi ew agai nst our regul ations and the
gui dance issued to the ATCs, including the
subm ssi on of that social equity plan, CRC
staff recommend that the Comm ssion approve for
expansi on, Acerage CCF, Cural eaf and Col unbi a
Care. Next slide, please.

In the central region, CRC staff
recommended t he Conm ssion approve Verano for
expansi on and next slide, please. |In the
northern regi on, CRC staff recomrend that the
Comm ssi on approve Ascend Wl |l ness GIl and
Terr Ascend all for expansion as well. Again,
this is based on a thorough review of what is
in the statute, our authority, our regul atory
authority and those regul atory requirenents as
well as the realization that what we are
proposi ng, as far as post-award conditions put
the necessary teeth in place to ensure

conpl i ance, on going conpliance with patient
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access and you know accountability with their
social equity plans and accountability to
ensure that workers have the rights and choi ces
that they are afforded by | aw.

Those are the recomendati ons and so with
that Madam Chair -- sorry, one nore slide. 1In
total, these recommendations represent, if
approved, seven class one cultivation |icenses,
seven class two manufacturing |licenses and 13
classified retailer |licenses and then one | ast
slide. So for any that are approved by the
Board, the next steps foll ow ng approval would
be an operational assessnent for regul atory
conpl i ance, they would have to pay a full ATC
expansi on fee based on what they are approved
to expand to. There would be an issuance of
i cense and then commencenent of operations
under the new licenses. The path to get there
doesn't have to be any specific length of tine,
it is based on when those ATCs neet the
operational requirenents and that license is
i ssued. So, you know, | will just stop there
and it doesn't have to be 30 days, it can be
|l ess, it can be nore, dependi ng on that

oper ati onal assessnent and when they can neet
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those requirenents. Again, of the seven, ATCs
proposed of for expansion, CRC staff believe
that all seven have nmet the certification of
adequat e supply, certification patient access
and | ocked up the requisite municipa
conpl i ance and approval to be noved forward by
this Board and we recommend t he Board approve
all seven. So, wth that Madam Chair, | yield
back to you.

M5. HOUENQOU: Thank you Director Brown
and thank you to all of the alternative
treatnent center representatives who were abl e
to present their patient access plans for the
conmi ssion and the board of public today.

For the comm ssioners, we will be
proceeding with the votes for these
certifications for expanded alternative
treatnent centers, one by one. | wll ask for
a notion to adopt the resolution concerning
acceptance of certification for alternative
treatnent centers to expand operations to the
adult personal use cannabis market with respect
to Acerage CCF

MS. NASH: Madam Chair, | nove to

adopt this resolution for Acerage Hol di ngs.
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M5. HOUENOU: Mbved by Conm ssi oner
Nash; seconded by Comm ssi oner Del G d-Kosso.
Is there any discussion on this notion with
respect to Acerage CCF? Hearing none. M.
Bl ake, could you please call the vote?

MS. BLAKE: Conmm ssi oner Barker?

MR, BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del

Ci d- Kosso?

M5. DEL O D KOSSO  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Comm ssioner Del gado?
MR. DELGADO I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?

M5. NASH: Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?
MS. HOUENOU:  Abst ai ned.

MS. BLAKE: The resolution passes.

The next item for consideration, the expansion
for Cural eaf.

M5. HOUENOQU: | will ask for a notion
for the resolution -- to adopt the resol ution
concerni ng Cural eaf ?

MS. NASH: Madam Chair, | nobve to
adopt the resolution for Cural eaf.

MR BARKER: | second that Madam
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Chair.

M5. HOUENOU: Mbved by Conm ssi oner
Nash and Seconded by Comm ssioner Barker. |Is
there any discussion on this notion with
respect to Curaleaf? (no response noted.)

Heari ng none, Ms. Bl ake, please call the

vot e.

MS. BLAKE: Comm ssi oner Barker?

MR, BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del

Ci d- Kosso?

MS. DEL Cl D-KOSSO  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?

MR. DELGADO St ayed.

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?

M5. NASH: Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?

MS. HOUENOU:  Abst ai ned.

MS. BLAKE: The resol ution passes.

MS. BLAKE: Next up, is the expansion

certification for Colunbia Care.
M5. HOUENOU: Mdtion to adopt the
resolution with respect to Col unbi a Care?
MS. DEL Cl D- KOSSO.  Madam Chair, |

nove to adopt this resolution concerning the
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acceptance of certification for Colunbia Care
to expand operations to the adult personal use
cannabi s mar ket .

MR. BARKER: | second that Madam
Chair. | defer to Conmm ssioner Nash.

M5. HOUENOU: W have a notion by
Conmm ssioner Del G d Kosso and a second by
Conmmi ssi oner Nash with respect to Col unbi a
Care. Ms. Bl ake, can you please call the vote?
Apol ogi es, before we go to that, is there any
di scussion on this notion with respect to
Col unbia Care? (no response noted.)

Heari ng none, Ms. Bl ake, can you now

pl ease call the vote?

MS. BLAKE: Conmm ssi oner Barker?

MR BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del

G d- Kosso.
MS. DEL CI D-KOSSO  Yes.
MS. BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?
MR, DELGADO  Yes.
MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?
M5. NASH: Yes.
MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?
MS. HOUENOU: Sane.
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MS. BLAKE: The resol ution passes.
The next itemup for consideration is the
expansi on certification for Verano.

MS. HOUENQU:. | will ask for a notion
to adopt the resolution with respect to Verano.

MS. NASH: Madam Chair, | nove to
adopt the resolution for expansion for Verano.

M5. HOUENOU: Mbved by Conm ssi oner

Nash.

MR. BARKER: | second that, Madam
Chai r.

M5. HOUENQOU: Seconded by Conm ssi oner
Bar ker, thank you. |Is there any discussion on

this notion with respect to Verano?
(no response.) hearing none, M. Bl ake,
can you please call the vote?
MS. BLAKE: Conmm ssi oner Barker?
MR, BARKER: I .
MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del
G d- Kosso?
DEL Cl D- KOSSO  Yes.
BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?
DELGADO.  Yes.
BLAKE: Comm ssi oner Nash?

5 5 3 5 O

NASH: Yes.
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MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?

MS. HOUENOU:  Abst ai ned.

MS. BLAKE: The resolution passes.
The next item for consideration is the
expansion certification for Geen Thunb
| ndustri es.

M5. HOUENOQU: | have a notion to adopt
the resolution for expansion with respect to
Geen Thunb Industries? Do | hear a notion?

MR. BARKER: Madam Chair, | nove to
adopt the notion concerni ng Geen Thunb
| ndustries -- nove to adopt the resol ution.

M5. HOUENOU: Mbved by Conm ssi oner
Bar ker. Comm ssioner Del G d-Kosso, | believe
that was you comng in for a second?

M5. DEL C D KOSSO  Yes.

MS. HOUENQU:. |s there any di scussion
on this notion with respect to G een Thunb
| ndustries? (no response.)

Heari ng none, Ms. Bl ake, can you pl ease
call the vote?

MS. BLAKE: Conmm ssi oner Barker?

MR BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del

Ci d- Kosso?
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DEL C D- KOSSO  Yes.

BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?
DEL GADO. I .

BLAKE: Commi ssi oner Nash?
NASH:  Yes.

BLAKE: Chai rwoman Houenou?

HOUENQU: Abst ai ned.

550 0 DD

BLAKE: The resol ution passes.
Next up for consideration is the expansi on
certification for Ascend Wl | ness.

M5. HOUENOU: Do | hear a notion to
adopt the resolution with respect to Ascend
Wel | ness?

MS. NASH:. Madam Chair, | nove to
adopt the resolution for expansion of Ascend
Wl | ness.

MS. DEL CID-KOSSO | second that.

MS. BLAKE: Moved by Comm ssioner Nash
and seconded by Comm ssioner Del G d-Kosso. |Is
there any discussion on this notion with
respect to Ascend Wl | ness.

MS. HOUENQU: Hearing no discussion,
Ms. Bl ake, please call the vote.

MS. BLAKE: Comm ssi oner Barker?

MR. BARKER: Yes.
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MS. BLAKE: Comm ssi oner Del

G d- Kosso.
M5. DEL O D KOSSO  Yes.
MS. BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?
MR, DELGADO I .
MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?
M5. NASH: Yes.
MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?
MS. HOUENOU:  Abst ai ned.
MS. BLAKE: The resolution passes.

Next for consideration is the expansion
certification for TerrAscend.

M5. HOUENOU: Do | hear a notion from
conmi ssioners to adopt the resolution with
respect to TerrAscend? Last call for a notion
wth respect to Terr Ascend?

MS. DEL O D-KOSSO | nove to adopt
the resolution concerning the acceptance of the
certification for Terr Ascend, Madam Chair.

M5. HOUENQOU: Thank you. Mbved by
Conmmi ssioner Del Ci d-Kosso. |Is there a second?

MR. BARKER: | second that Madam
Chai r.

M5. HOUENQOU: Seconded by Conm ssi oner

Bar ker, thank you. |Is there any discussion on
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this notion with respect to Terr Ascend?
(no response noted.)
Hearing no discussion, M. Bl ake, please
call the vote.

MS. BLAKE: Comm ssi oner Bar ker ?

MR, BARKER: I .

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssi oner Del
G d- Kosso.

M5. DEL O D KOSSO  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Vice Chair Del gado?

MR, DELGADO  Yes.

MS. BLAKE: Conm ssioner Nash?

M5. NASH: No.

MS. BLAKE: Chai rwonman Houenou?

MS. HOUENOU:  Abst ai ned.

MS. BLAKE: The resolution passes.

MS. NASH: Madam Chair, may | have the
fl oor?

M5. HOUENOU: You nmy, Conm ssi oner
Nash.

MS. NASH: Thank you. Upon car eful
revi ew of the individual ATC certifications,
was pl eased that nost of themrecognized the
| egislative intent and subm tted neani ngf ul

| abor peace agreenents, however, | did not find
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the sane with this applicant's certification
and that is why | voted "no." Thank you, Madam
Chair, | yield the floor back to you.

MS. HOUENOU: Thank you, Conmi ssioner
Nash. |'m happy to see that sone of the ATC s
have decided to take this seriously and button
up their plans for expansion. Last week, it
was -- I'msorry, not |ast week, at the | ast
public nmeeting it was noted that staff would
have to do a little extra handhol di ng where
needed. Now, as the CRC takes training wheels
off of this bicycle, it is up to the expanded
alternative treatnent centers to ensure
conpliance with their plans, the conm ssion's
regul ati ons and the | aw.

Not wi t hst andi ng t hese approval s, which are
based on denonstrated supply for patients,
because of the demand expressed by nenbers of
the public and pointing to the information and
data anal ysis provided by D rector Brown today,
| do expect to see sone heavy |lines, sone heavy
traffic in and around sone of these facilities,
but I do expect the ATCs to work with the CRC
and the towns in which the businesses are

| ocated to ensure that local officials are
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properly informed and ready for potential |ines
and traffic, that the facilities are ready for
final on site inspection and that the CRC knows
when t he expanded ATC expects to start the
adult use sales. As nentioned by D rector
Brown, expanded ATCs are not authorized to
i mMedi ately begin retail recreational sales and
| expect full conpliance with this prohibition
until the business receives its fornmal |icense
fromthe CRC

Wth that Ms. Bl ake, please take us on to
t he next agenda item

MS. BLAKE: Next is our open public
conment peri od.

MS. HOUENQU:. Thank you. Menbers of
the public, as always can submt public
comrents during and after this neeting in
witing via our website at
nj . gov/ cannabi s/ neeti ngs and the deadline for
submtting witten comments is 5:00 P.M,

tonorrow Tuesday April 12. Witten comments

wll be shared with the Conm ssion nenbers and
w |l be nmade public, along with the neeting
m nut es.

W will hear fromthose individuals who
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signed up to speak in the order in which they
signed up. As usual, public speakers will be
limted to three m nutes. Pl ease be m ndful
and conci se during your comments. Pl ease note
that the public comment period is neant to give
menbers of the public an opportunity to address
t he Conmm ssion about matters that the

Comm ssion should be aware of. It is not a

pl ace for people to sinply mark or advise
private busi nesses, please keep your renarks
focused on matters that pertain to the

commi ssion's work or itenms that the comm ssion
shoul d be aware of.

Ms. Blake will call out the nanes of our
speakers. Wien it is your turn to speak, she
will ask you to unnute yourself. |If you are
dialing in on the phone and it | ooks |ike we
have quite a fewcall in listeners, you wll
need to press star six to unnmute yourself when
told to do so. Inportantly, in order for our
staff to unnmute individuals who have signed up
to speak, their full name or phone nunber as it
appears on zoom nust match the name or phone
nunber you used to register to speak.

Pl ease, please ensure that your nane
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mat ches the name you used to sign up. |If you
need to change your nane on the zoom pl atform
exit the zoom neeting and i nmedi ately rel aunch
this zoom neeting, which should pronpt you to
enter your nanme. Unfortunately, we will not be
able to correctly identify you as a speaker if
your nane or phone nunber does not match what
you used to sign up. So with that, M. Bl ake,
pl ease take it away.

MS. BLAKE: Good afternoon, again
everyone. As Chai rwonan Houenou said, | wll
be calling the nanes five at a tine. |If you
are here, please raise your hands, so that |
know to call you. Everybody has three m nutes
to speak and you will follow the tiner on the
Screen. The first five nanes, M chael Ruttero,
Vel da Font, Cesaria Stevens, Cam ka Roswel |,
Chase Vebolts; if any of those individuals are
present, please raise your hand and you wll be
invited to speak. Not seeing any of those
i ndi vidual s present, | will go to the next
five. Jeffrey Dorsee, Zack Catson, Christina
Faragal a, Bary Dall, N cholas Ahern Scecacas.
So Jeffrey Dorsee, Zack Catson, Christina

Faragal a, Bary Dall, N cholas Ahern Scecacas.
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Are any of those individuals present? Again,
pl ease ensure the nanme on your screen is the
sane as you registered. | don't see any of
those five and so | will nove to the next five.
Ji ma Aki nagaba, Paul Josephson, Ant hony
Canmpbel |, Assan Austin, Wally Aherst; are any
of those individuals present? Assan Austin, go
ahead.

MR, AUSTI N: Hell o, | am Assan Austin,
| am managi ng partner of MIN Devel opnent and we
are a busi ness devel opnent agency and we focus
on social equity business solutions on a |ocal
level. W aid the public and private sector in
achi eving social equity goals and solutions in
cannabis. So, | have heard several speakers on
the call and it's good to hear that ATCs are
taking sone initiatives to fulfill the
expectation of social equity. Social equity
has different neanings to different people and
organi zati ons, so the best way what we see to
guard agai nst potential liabilities on the
| ocal | evel, you know, organizations |like ATC
shoul d denpbnstrate an unanbi guous commtnent to
fulfilling that expectation of social equity,

it's a very sensitive matter in New Jersey
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municipalities. Mybe | mssed it, but | don't
recall none of these ATCs di scussing or even
any participation in any nedi cal cannabis
educational initiative. Patient access is
great but providing tools, resource and

requi site education for the patient popul ati on,
I's how access can be best maxi m zed by New
Jersey nmunicipalities. Social equity benefits
| i ke education shall you know best streanline

t hose stignas, these are real stigmas in New
Jersey municipalities and it should start with
medi cal cannabi s educati onal wor kshops or the
pati ent popul ation in those ATC comunities
that they are already existing in and w ||
continue to enter additional communities. It
shoul d i ncl ude nedi cal cannabis training for

| aw enforcenent, fire departnment, not just the
pati ent popul ati on because that educati on
really is a requisite to access and what access
really is. So we |learned that social equity is
a very elusive definition and it has to be
defined in a way on a local level that it is

i ncl usi ve; we do not exclude parties and
particularly the underserved conmunities.

There is bill in the House that speaks to
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provi di ng i nsurance coverage for visits; they
do it in New York; they should do it in New
Jersey. The ATCs night be a good idea for you
guys to get behind that, push that, because

i nsurance coverage is also part of the nedical
cannabi s access equation. |'mgoing to | eave
that right there and thanks again CRC for your
time and keep up the great work you continue to
do, thank you.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. M ke Rudder ow.
Go ahead.

MR. RUDDERON M nane is M ke
Rudderow and | amthe co-owner of Pure
Cultivations, actually one of the conditional
applicants that was just nentioned earlier in
t he nmeeting today, so exciting day for us. |
actually was just asking for a nonent to speak
here today for kind of a specific issue rel ated
to mcro businesses, particularly cultivation,
and that is, we are just |ooking for sone
gui dance on the 2,500 square foot restriction
on m cro businesses, you know, | have gotten
sonme feedback fromdifferent sources that
interpret the regulations differently where you

know t he 2,500 square foot restriction applies
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to you know certain aspects of the operation,
and sonme say, you know, interpret it as 2,500
square foot is the restriction on your canopy
space and now, you know, | am not an attorney,
but you know just if you know trying to plan
and design you know a | ean and you know
efficient you know mcro grow, that is
conduci ve to the econony and al so the
environnent, | think just we are | ooking for
sone gui dance on you know what it is that the
CRC and the state specifically had envisioned
for that restriction, but thank you very nuch
for letting ne speak. That was all | have and
t hanks again. Have a great day everybody.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Barry Doll, go
ahead. Barry Doll, go ahead. Going once,
goi ng tw ce, okay. Paul Josephson, go ahead.

MR, JOSEPHSON: Good afternoon -- can
you hear nme now, Ms. Bl ake?

MS. BLAKE: |'msorry about that, yes,
| can, go ahead; that was ny fault.

MR, JOSEPHSON: Thank you, Ms. Bl ake,
Madam Chair, thank you Conm ssioners and |
wanted to take the tine today to w sh the

Conmm ssion a happy birthday. Thank you all for
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your hard work. |t has been quite a year since
you have been up and I think while everybody is
very anxious to get things rolling, | think you
have far surpassed what anybody coul d have
hoped a new agency could get done in a year and
so thank you for your hard work and dedi cati on
to the patients and peopl e of New Jersey.
Thank you.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Next five up
are Steven Maynard, Tiffany Sal as, CGeorge
Def er di nando, Jr., M ke Kourtney and Mark Snpa.

That is Steven Maynard, Tiffany Sal as,

CGeor ge Deferdi nando, Jr., M ke Kourtney and
Mark Snmoa. |If any of those individuals are
present, please raise your hand and we w ||
call on you. | see Dr. Deferdi nando, go ahead.

DR. DEFERDI NANDO: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak, | aman internist and
public health professional and a forner deputy
conmm ssi oner of the New Jersey Departnent of
Heal t h where | had anong ot her things, a
responsibility for the D vision of Addiction
Services. | amconcerned that today on the
immnent initiation of recreational sales, that

our public, our healthcare and our public
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health communities are not adequately prepared
to mnimze potential harns that wll be
associated with that initiation.

These potential harns could and shoul d be
m nimzed, recreational sale will lead to
i ncreased use of cannabis products anong all
age groups and yet when used as a recreationa
product, cannabis has no docunented safe |evel
of use. Thus preparations need to be nmade to
mtigate potential harns fromincreased use.

Limting these potential harnms nust first
focus on young children, young adults, persons
who are pregnant and our senior popul ation.
Qur actions on nerging can be sumred up in siX
words, prevention first and never be
cheerleading. Before initiating recreational
sales, current |ocal use and |ocal prevention
efforts should have been assessed in nore
detail. Education and outreach are urgently
needed to ensure that the public is aware of
| ower risk cannabis usage guidelines to prevent
as many negative effects as possi bl e;
prevention first. Unfortunately, there is
currently an absence of detailed state issued

i nformati on on gui dance on prevention, either
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at the CRC or departnent of health sites. W
don't have to go out of state to see how to
mnimze harmin a new recreati onal business.
The divi sion of gam ng enforcenent within the
Departnment of Law and Public Safety is
responsi ble for oversight of all forms of
gam ng in New Jersey. It lists resources on
responsi bl e ganbling just below the director's
bi o, including hotline nunbers to call for aid,
ways to opt out of ganbling, if you have a
probl em and ot her resources to reduce harm |If
the Division of Gam ng Enforcenment can do this,
the CRC and DOH can and nust do the sane. W
must never be seen as cheerl eadi ng for
recreational use. Approval for sales prior to
det ai |l ed di scussi on, planning and action on
education and interventi ons, however, may be
read by sone as ent husiasm for use and
consequently i ncreased harm

In contrast, there is no official
ent husi asm for use of other intoxicants and
prevent potential harnful activity, such as
al cohol use, tobacco use, vaping or gani ng.
How our actions are to seem ngly encourage

cannabi s sal es consistent with such adnoniti ons
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on the use of other substances. W should
never be cheerl eadi ng for use.

So, to sumup, | don't want to bl ock
retail sale of cannabis in New Jersey. | do
believe it is inportant, however, to plan
intervention and action first, to mnimze
harm the sane way we have done wth years of
t obacco and al cohol counter progranmm ng. Thank
you very nuch for your time today and | wll be
submtting witten comments with nore detail.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you very much. Just
to note, that the N.J. CRC website does in fact
have a safe use page, which anong ot her things
tal ks about responsi bl e usage and points to the
center for poison control and al so addiction
resources. M ke Kourtney, go ahead.

MR, COURTNEY: Real quick, | want to
thank Director Brown and the CRC. | pointed
out an issue that occurred during the
application process and everything was fi xed
diligently and so | would just like to again
t hank you, Director Brown and the CRC for
qui ckly resol ving the issue, thank you.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Before | call

the next five, | want to rem nd everyone that
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' m | ooking for your name or a phone nunber
t hat nat ches your application. And the next
five up are Bill MKee, Jr., Chris Col dstein,
Ryan McCGee, Janes S. M| ler and Preci ous Asagee
Erasay. So that is, Bill MKee, Jr., Chris
CGol dstein, Ryan McCGee, Janes S. MIler and
Preci ous Asagee Erasay. Okay, Chris Col dstein.
MR. GOLDSTEIN:. Thanks agai n today and
| i ke everyone else, | want to congratul ate the
NJ CRC on one year of operation. You are doing
amazing work. A little bit surprised today at
sone of the approvals; the idea as a cannabis
consuner that it is going to be a little tough
for us find to our way through all of the
peopl e, perhaps com ng from Pennsyl vani a and
New York as well to just 13 locations for adult
use sales. Patients will be utilizing these
| ocations as well and | did hear a | ot of good
stuff fromthe dispensaries today, but they
have perm ssion to start curbside and hone
delivery for alnbst two years, under speci al
rules and wai vers by the CRC, related to Covid.
| do hope to see hone delivery start for
patients soon and that is another prom se that

t hey say coul d happen this week or next week.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

79

We heard that a |l ot during the pandem c as
well. W are still waiting to see price relief
in alot of the dispensaries. | know executive
di rector Brown noted sone sal es and pronotions
are happening for nedical patients. Again,
this is tough, nedical patients are nedi ca
patients and they should be able to plan out
their nonthly costs of cannabis. They
shoul dn't have to cone in when a noon is in a
quarter phase wearing a t-shirt with a brand on
it to ask for a discount. Finally today, we
would like to see sone form of task ammesty,
maybe for consunmers. There is a lot of talk
about equity as it relates to busi nesses;
equity as it relates to tax, but how w Il the
consuners get into the equity gane too? What
do we deserve as part of the equity and inpact?
Now, a | ot of cannabis consuners |ike ne have
an arrest, but | don't want to start a
busi ness. Many cannabi s consuners are out here
with an arrest and we don't want to get into
the industry. What kind of equity could be
created for us?

I m ght suggest tax amesty. Maybe there

iIs a way that those of us out here who are just
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consuners, who have a narijuana arrest could
get sonme amesty on those adult use cannabis
taxes. Maybe we could walk in and get no taxes
on our purchases, that would be a nice
extensi on of equity to consuners who have
arrests and you know, finally, today, as far as
the ATC expansion, a |ot of these operated
multiple states especially in Pennsylvania, the
NJ CRC recently approved concentrates. There
was a long recall of concentrates by the
Pennsyl vani a Department of Health within that
medi cal marijuana program So, | hope that as
NJCRC | ook forward at safety, it wll take into
account other prograns are recalling products

t hat may be avail abl e or produced in the sane
ways right here in New Jersey. | hope that
regul ators are aware of that. Thank you again
for all your work and thank you for hearing nme

out today.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Barry Doll on
t he phone, go ahead. Barry Doll?

MR DOLL: Hi, first of all, | would
li ke to know i f anyone el se i s having

difficulty hearing the presentation on the
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conputer? | can get the visuals, but the audio
is all broken up and that is why | have ny
phone on while | ooking at the visuals. |If it's
on ny side, | wll look into it, but if there
is sonething else on the technical side, maybe
you have sonething to do with it.

Secondly, | would |like to agree with the
speaker that you had previous and | believe you
i ntroduced hi mas sone doctor or forner state
of ficial who warned about the | abels and
certain types of warnings that people need to
| ook at and be aware of. | believe he -- you
referred to the words cheerl eading and |I got
the sane inmpression listening to the panel, the
comm ssi oners, when everyone is saying, oh, we
need nore, cone on and open up and start
selling it. | don't think that is the way that
this should be presented. There are sone
hazards with the use of narijuana and so it is
not |like we are selling popcorn here or ice
cream so anyone who has, as | said, cheerl ead
| think is the wong way to package it and as a
tax payer and voter, | do not feel that is
appropriate and ' magainst it. | have nore

comments which I wll submt in witing. Thank
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you for your tine.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Press |yanu,
Azi za Magil Ayunda, Monique Ham | ton, Krystal
Marte, Matt Rackow, are any of those
i ndi vidual s are present? | see Aziza Magi
Ayunda.

MS. AYUNDA: Hello everyone, | want to
say happy birthday to the New Jersey CRC and |
really appreciate all the informati on that you
have been providi ng because | do understand
that this is quite an exhausting process to go
fromsonething that was initially illegal to
now legal. | amthe chair of the East O ange
cannabi s Board and we have only just begun our
process of you know possi bly accepting
appl i cations, devel oping kind of a structure, |
guess | have a question pertaining to sonething
specific that canme in one of our neetings,
whi ch was -- one of our informational neetings,
before | get into that question, I amal so --
al so run a nonprofit that helps in the
prevention and recovery of -- the prevention of
child nol estation, donestic violence and sexual
assault. So you know especially for the people

that we work with, nmany of our clients do use
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or have used or are | ooking to use cannabis as
a formof therapy, but not only that, in
addr essi ng abusers and peopl e that have been
committed of sone formof sex crine, | was
| ooki ng through the New Jersey ordi nance under
the ability for a convicted felon to apply for
a license but | didn't see anything that was
specifically outlined pertaining to sexual
crimes, Megan's Law and so on and so forth.
There was a | ot of information about cannabi s,
specifically or cannabis crines or crinmes
related to marijuana. | wanted to know if the
Comm ssion plans on clarifying sonme of the
things, | understand that sone of the things --
| understand that decisions are nade on a case
by case basis, if an applicant has been
convicted of sone kind of crinme, but will there
be any future exploration of |ooking to nore
specific crines, |like you know sone form of
sexual assault or child nolestation and things
i ke that.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you.

Press |lyanu, go ahead. Ckay, you
di sappear ed.

MS. BLAKE: Krystal Marte, go ahead.
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M5. MARTE: Good afternoon, thank you
for the opportunity to speak. | cane and | was
pl eased to hear the response fromthe
Comm ssion on the ATC s expansion, | nyself was
worried as a consuner that the nedical patients
woul d be you know tossed to the side. [|'mglad
to hear that the ATC s have a good plan to
prioritize those nedical patients. | amhere
to say that I would push those ATC s to
strengt hen, as anot her commenter stated
strengthen their relationships with the soci al
equity businesses that are going to rise in New
Jersey. They are bl essed to have al ready been
operational and gained the first profits from
recreational sales and I think it is inportant
to hold themto building productive

partnerships with the snall er busi nesses that

are going to wn licenses, |like we saw earlier
wth the conditional |icenses that got
appr oved.

So, those big conpanies |ike Verano, to
really commit and not just to hiring people
frominpact zones, not just to hire people that
are Latinx, because there is a difference in

enpower nent there. You are payi ng an enpl oyee;
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that is awesone but for you to actually comm t
to getting product froma small cultivator or
smal | manufacturer will go even further to
strengthening their prom se to social equity
and we really put their noney where their
statenents are. So, that is what | cane to say
and happy birthday to the CRC, you guys are
doing a great job and | do appreciate the
patients you took to vet the ATC s, to nake
sure they were ready so that it wasn't just a
noney grab fromthem and that you are hol di ng
t hem accountable to doing right for all of us,
so t hanks.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Moni que
Ham | ton? Moni que Ham |t on?

MS. HAMLTON. Hello, I am Dr. Moni que
Ham I ton and | am Board Certified in internal
nmedi cine. | amthe co-founder and | ead
physician for the Dr. Mnique Ham | ton Medi cal
Center, DMMC in South Orange, New Jersey. The
use of prescription opioids for the nmanagenent
of pain has drastically contributed to
Anerica's opioid epidemc. Medical cannabis is
a safer alternative when used for pain control.

There is no fatal overdose associated with
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cannabi s use and there are not many negative
side effects associated with it, however, nmany
physi ci ans may be reluctant to reconmrend
cannabis to their patients for pain nmanagenent
because of this negative stigma. |ncreasing
New Jersey patient access to this treatnent can
be achi eved t hrough educating heal t hcare
practitioners on the benefits of cannabis for
many comon chronic condi tions, including
chronic pain and anxiety. There is a general
| ack of know edge about the endocannabi noid
systemin the nedical comunity, because it is
not traditionally taught in U S. nedical
schools or residency training prograns. |'m
sure there are nedical practitioners who are
seeking alternatives to addictive and
potentially fatal prescription opioid and
benzodi azepi ne nedi cati ons, but sinmply do not
have know edge about how cannabi s can
effectively treat many common conditions. As a
result, medical practitioners are less likely
to offer cannabis as a treatnent alternative.
It is inportant to not only educate
pati ents about the benefits of nedi cal

cannabi s, but physicians as well.
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Not only will educating providers about
medi cal cannabis enable themto provide this
treatnment to their patients, but it will also
i ncrease the nunber of physicians registered
wth the New Jersey Mdical Cannabis Program

Currently there are al nost 130, 000
patients as executive director Jack Brown
stated, registered in the New Jersey Medi cal
Cannabi s Program but only 968 physici ans
regi stered.

The state of New Jersey can provide a
solution to those problens by funding efforts
to educate nedical practitioners and patients
about the benefits of nedical cannabis. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak and | yield
the rest of ny tine.

MS. BLAKE: Thank you. Press |yanmu,
go ahead.

MR | YAMJ:. Hi, good afternoon. M
nane is Press Ilyanmu. | ama resident of the
great city of Hackensack, New Jersey. | want
to thank the Comm ssion for commtting
count | ess hours towards regul ati ng the cannabi s
industry in the Garden State and fostering an

envi ronnent where cannabi s can benefit | ocal
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busi nesses and tax payers. |'msure that all
present are aware of the cannabis markets
project the reach of sale of 200 billion by
2028. As a resident of this industrious state,
it is encouraging to see there are roughy 187
applications actively under review by the CRC
in March. | would Iike to thank the CRC for
their commtnent to awarding mnorities and
wonen owned busi nesses. There is trenendous
opportunity for |ocal enrichnent and not only
the communities of Bergen County, but el sewhere
across the state where mnority and wonan- owned
busi nesses are rooted, thank you. M nane is
Press | yanu.

MS. BLAKE: That was our |ast public
speaker. | will return the neeting to you.

MS. HOUENQU:. Thank you, Ms. Bl ake and
| would like to thank all of our nmenbers of the
public who provided there thoughts this
afternoon and this concludes the business
bef ore the Cannabi s Regul atory Conm ssion for
today. Do | have a notion to adjourn?

MR. BARKER: Madam Chair, may | nake a
brief comment before we adjourn?

MS. HOUENQU: Is it about the notion
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to adj ourn?

MR. BARKER: Not specifically, it wll
get us closer to adjourning but |I just want to
make a brief comment, Madam Chair.

MS. HOUENQU:. Comm ssi oner Barker, you
have the fl oor.

MR. BARKER  Thank you very nuch. |
would |Ii ke to say good afternoon and I want to
t hank everybody for joining. | amnot going to
keep you long. | want to very sincerely
congratul ate all of the awardees as Director
Brown al luded to, we now have 100 conditi onal
| i cense awardees in the pipeline under review
hopeful I y novi ng through our industry.
Specifically, to the ATC s, you represented
your conmitnent to equitable and safe
priorities and we | ook forward to partnering
W th you on accountability neasures so that we
realize these commtnents here in New Jersey.
Thank you very nuch and have a great day.

M5. HOUENOU: Thank you Comm ssi oner
Barker. | will go back to seeing if there is a
noti on to adj ourn today's public neeting?

MR. DELGADO | nove to adj ourn Madam
Chair.
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MS. DEL Cl D-KOSSO: | second that.
M5. HOUENOU: Mbved by Vice Chair
Del gado, seconded by Comm ssi oner Del
C d- Kosso. |Is there any discussion on this
noti on to adj ourn?
(No response.)
Heari ng no di scussion, all those in favor
say |.
MR, BARKER: I .
MS. HOUENQU:. Are there any
abstenti ons?
Heari ng none, the notion passes. Thank
you all again for joining today's neeting.
Pl ease visit our website to view the approved
2022 cal endar of regular neetings. Qur
meetings will continue to be conducted
virtually until further notice. Qur next
regul ar neeting i s schedul ed for Tuesday,
May 4th at 1: 00 PPM The tine is now 3: 30
P.M and we are adjourned. Have a great rest
of the day.
(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were
concl uded.)
(Conti nued on next page for

certification.)
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|, Luann Galarza, a Certified Court
Reporter of the State of New Jersey, License
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foregoing is a true and accurate transcri pt of
nmy stenographic notes of the wthin

proceedi ngs, to the best of ny ability.

Luann M Gal arza, CCR, RPR
Li cense No.: 30X100234600
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